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Art Unit: 3672 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent 4,281 ,752 to Runk. 

Runk discloses a spearhead assembly shown specifically in figure 3, which 
comprises everything, more specifically, the spearhead assembly comprises a 
cylindrical 43 having an outer surface composed of contiguous portion shown in general 
near reference numeral K, a slot formed in the base and opening onto said plurality of 
surface portions to pivotly receive the spearpoint subassembly 52. The spearpoint 52 
is also pivoted about pivot 54 in a direction toward one of angularly spaced positions 
perpendicular to the plane of an adjacent surface portion 46. The claimed invention 
differs from Runk in that instead of the spearpoint spring bias means being located 
inside of the spearpoint cylindrical body 50, the claimed invention chooses to install the 
spring bias means around the neck portion of the spear point body so as urge the 
spearpoint into pivot movment and holds the pearpoint in one of the plurality, of angular 
spaced positions. Such modification, in the examiner's view fails to render a patentable 
distinction over Runk, since it has been held that a limitation of the claimed combination 
which present no novel or unexpected result over a similar feature used in the prior art 
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references, and solved no stated problem, was merely an obvious matter of design 
choice within the skill of the art. [ In re Kuhle , 526 F2d 523; 188 USPQ 7 (CCPA 1975). 
In re Gazda . 42 CCPA 770; 219 F2d 449; 104 USPQ 400 (1955)]. Furthermore : 

> The claimed plate retaining means fails to distinguish from detent 
57 of Runk which serves to retain the spring means. 

> The first surface is clearly shown in Fig. 2 near reference numeral 
42 which lies in a plane substantially perpendicular to the 
longitudinal axis of the base. 

> The second surface and the third surface fail to distinguish from the 
plurality of tapered surfaces at the end portion of spearhead base. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frank S. Tsay whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7038. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 7:30am-5:00 pm, 
2nd Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David J. Bagnell can be reached on (571)272-6999. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. / 
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Primary Examiner 
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